Florida Historical Quarterly
Volume 8
Issue 2 Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol 8, Issue
2

Article 1

2020

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 8, Issue 2
Florida Historical Society
membership@myfloridahistory.org

Find similar works at: https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq
University of Central Florida Libraries http://library.ucf.edu
This Full Issue is brought to you for free and open access by STARS. It has been accepted for inclusion in Florida
Historical Quarterly by an authorized editor of STARS. For more information, please contact STARS@ucf.edu.

Recommended Citation
Society, Florida Historical (2020) "Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 8, Issue 2," Florida Historical Quarterly:
Vol. 8 : Iss. 2 , Article 1.
Available at: https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol8/iss2/1

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 8, Issue 2

VOLUME VIII

NUMBER 2

OCTOBER, 1929
The

QUARTERLY
Periodical of
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
JULIEN C. YONGE, Editor
Pensacola

EMMA ROCHELLE PORTER
Assistant Editor, Jacksonville

CONTENTS
Documents Relating to El Destino and Chemonie
Plantations, Middle Florida, 1828-1874. Part IV
K ATHRYN T. A BBEY

Notes on the Life of James Grant Prior and Subsequent to His Governorship of East Florida
PHILIP C. TUCKER

Letter of Marcus C. Stephens (Quincy, Florida, 1835)
Notes and Comment
New Members
Donations

S UBSCRIPTION

TWO

DOLLARS .

SINGLE

COPIES

FIFTY

CENTS.

(Copyright, 1929. by The Florida Historical Society. Entered as secondclass matter, April 25, 1929 at the post office at Gainesville, Florida, under
the Act of August 24, 1912.)

Published by STARS, 2020

1

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 8 [2020], Iss. 2, Art. 1

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF FLORIDA, 1856
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, successor, 1902
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, incorporated 1905
by GEORGE R. FAIRBANKS, FRANCIS P. FLEMING,
GEORGE W. WILSON, CHARLES M. COOPER, JAMES
P. TALIAFIERRO, V. W. SHIELDS, WILLIAM A.
BLOUNT, GEORGE P. RANEY

1929
ARTHUR T. WILLIAMS, President
PHILIP K. YONGE, 1st Vice-President
FREDERICK CUBBERLY, 2nd Vice-President
T. FREDERICK DAVIS, Treasurer
FRANCIS M. WILLIAMS, Secretary
Box 42, Jacksonville

EMMA ROCHELLE PORTER, Assistant Secretary

DIRECTORS
F RANK D REW

ARTHUR T. WILLIAMS, Ex-officio
PHILIP K. YONGE, Ex-officio
FRANCIS M. WILLIAMS, Ex-officio
JULIEN C. YONGE

A. J. HANNA
S. G. COE

* * * To explore the field of Florida history, to seek
and gather up the ancient chronicles in which its annals are
contained, to retain the legendary lore which may yet throw
light upon the past, to trace its monuments and remains, to
elucidate what has been written, to disprove the false and support the true, to do justice to the men who have figured in the
olden time, to keep and preserve all that is known in trust
for those who are to come after us, to increase and extend the

knowledge of our history, and to teach our children that
first essential knowledge, the history of our State, are objects
well worthy of our best efforts. To accomplish these ends we
have organized the Historical Society of Florida.
GEORGE

R.

FAIRBANKS.

Saint Augustine, April. 1857

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol8/iss2/1

2

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 8, Issue 2

DOCUMENTS RELATING TO EL DESTINO AND
CHEMONIE PLANTATIONS, MIDDLE
FLORIDA, 1828-1874. PART IV
EL DESTINO AFTER THE WAR

The record of El Destino and Chemonie plantations
cannot be brought to a close without some account of
the changes wrought there by the ravages of the War
for Southern Independence, no matter how meager that
account has to be. And meager it is. Beyond a few
letters, some broken statistical memoranda jotted
down by George Noble Jones, and a score or more bits
of paper strewn about the El Destino attic, there is
nothing. It is with the fullest realization of this circumstance and the resulting limitation of the picture
of the plantations that the following narrative is presented.
Although Florida was by no means. free from military events during the war, her lands had not suffered
the ruinous effects of prolonged campaigns, nor had
her capital fallen into the hands of the Union forces.
This circumstance brought a certain amount of stability to the Middle Florida region even amid the
chaotic struggles and difficulties of the Reconstruction period. A few changes had taken place at the
Jones plantations during the strife. The position of
overseeer had been given up and in its place was established the negro foreman under the agency of one
George King ; Prince Habersham was placed in charge
of the El Destino negroes while Chesley Russ, father
of the Uncle Demps who is still living, managed the
Chemonie folk. Foodstuff largely took the place of
cotton as the main crop and the amount of tanning
and mill-work increased. Some of the negroes were
sent to work on the fortifications ; others were em-
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ployed to drive loads of supplies from that region to
the nearest supply station. 1 But the labor gangs and
the equipment of both estates were still intact in
1865. 2
The news of emancipation was apparently received
with some calmness. Few of the negroes left the
plantation, although the temptation to desert their former master and join the celebrating groups of brethren flocking into the towns and the Federal camps
was undoubtedly great. 3 Freedom was not without
its inspiration, however, for at Chemonie one negress
was so overjoyed with her new state that she completely forgot she had been a cripple on crutches, much
to the disgust of Jones, who had been saving her from
real work for seven years. 4
The problems of adjustment were many and grievous, nevertheless, in spite of the absence of military
devastation. More than 16,000 Floridians had enlisted in the armies ; of these probably no less than
5,000 had given their lives for their cause. Some regiments had been decimated. One group lost all but 66
out of an initial number of 1,274. 5 Equally appalling
was the destruction of property within the state. The
assessed value of real and personal property declined
47% in the five years from 1860 to 1865. Emancipa1

Uncle Demps declares that he drove wagon loads of supplies gathered from the neighboring countryside to the station
at Thomasville, Georgia.
2
The Jefferson Plantation (Georgia) belonging to Jones
was in the region of Sherman’s march and was greatly damaged. A kinsman of Jones wrote him on July 19, 1865 that
“the larger part of your Jefferson force left the plantation for
Savannah. . . . . . headed by old Fortune. The crop there must
be much injured by the unsettled state of the country.” Phillips, Florida Plantation Records, p. 36.
3
Long, Florida Breezes, p. 381. The number of negroes in
Florida was estimated to be about 70,000.
4
Uncle Demps is responsible for this delightful tale.
5
These figures are taken from Davis, Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida, pp. 322-23.
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tion alone cost approximately $22,000,000. 6 In addition, roads and bridges were impassable, lands abandoned and uncultivated, and the whole economic situation thrown out of place.
No sooner had peace been made than Florida, in
common with the rest of the South, was forced to endure fresh hardships in the shape of illegal confiscations of cotton. Much of the property of the Confederate government in the state was in the form of
food and cotton, portions of which had never passed
out of private hands. Numerous citizens had Confederate bonds secured by cotton. 7 As soon as Lee’s surrender ended the strife, there was a movement on the
part of the people to either get or keep these supplies
which represented the only thing of real value which
they possessed. On the other hand, the Federal government took immediate steps to seize all Confederate
property. Unfortunately for the planters, most of
the agents thus employed were thoroughly unscrupulous and the whole situation became a wholesale theft
without regard for proofs of actual ownership. During the first few months of peace, Federal officers
confiscated 5,460 bales in Florida, which at the prevailing high prices aggregated $800,000. 8 Only a small
part of such amounts ever reached the United States
Treasury; most of it made the fortunes and lined the
pockets of the agents. 9 No record of pilferred goods
6
7

1865.

Ibid., p. 324.
The Confederate government had about 150,000 bales in

8

Davis, Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida, p. 330.
Secretary McCulloch said of his agents: “I am sure that
I sent some honest cotton agents south; but it is sometimes
doubtful whether any remained honest.” Fleming, The Sequel
to Appomattox, p. 9. Wholesale fraud was not limited to Florida, but was a curse to the whole South. In some places, the
same cotton might be seized two or three times, due to a change
in officials. Fleming, Documentary History of Reconstruction,
I, p. 26. It was later asserted by the Ku Klux Minority Report
9
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exists for El Destino and Chemonie but they were apparently not neglected in this respect. In December
1865, Horger made a trip to St. Marks 10 at a cost of
“$5 (cars and dinner),” to attempt to locate some
missing cotton. He reported that much of the stolen
cotton was disguised by being repacked into small
round bales. 11
But a greater question than cotton frauds was the
restoration of production and the transformation of
the former slaves into dependable free laborers. To
further this end, it was necessary to fix certain restraints and regulations for the activities of the freedman not only in order to keep him at the work which
had to be done, but to prevent him from becoming a
menace to himself and the community at large.
Another essential was the evolution of a system
whereby the negro could be clothed, housed, and fed
while the crop from which he was to be paid was
growing. 12 Labor agreements between whites and
blacks had been unknown in ante-bellum days, so a
method of legal contract was established to protect
the one from the unreliable migratory tendencies of
the workers which might well, on occasion, prevent
the harvesting of the crops, and to safeguard the
that 3,000,OOO bales were confiscated, of which the United States
received 114,000.
10
St. Marks, located some twenty-odd miles south of Tallahassee on the St. Marks River, was one of the most important
cotton ports of the South prior to the war.
11
See I of appended documents. Horger to Jones, December 12, 1865.
12
The Freedmen’s Bureau, or to (use its full title, the “Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands,” had fed
hundreds of indigent blacks. In March, 1867, General Howard
estimated that 1,000 negroes were dependent for a living for
five or six months of the year on the Bureau. Davis, Civil War
and Reconstruction in Florida, p. 384. The Bureau regarded
this as a strictly temporary charity and desired to discontinue
it as soon as possible. Fleming, Documentary History of Reconstruction, I, p. 338.
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other from oppression and injustice at the hands of
an unscrupulous employer.
Reconstruction conditions were worked out at the
plantations under discussion by either Jones or his
son, Wallace Savage Jones, one of whom was usually
in residence after 1865. There were occasions, nevertheless, when the owner was in France and the son
engaged in Savannah. At such times, El Destino was
supervised by D. F. Horger, “Dave Horger” as Uncle
Demps calls him, who was “manager” of Chemonie. 13
In the early seventies, Wallace Savage Jones settled
at El Destino until his departure for Messina in 1885.
Even after this date he was indirectly responsible for
the plantation until his death in 1902.
All the work done on the plantation was arranged
by written contract between the employer and the
hands. The general conditions of such agreements
were prescribed by the Florida law of 1865, 14 and sustained by the Freedmen’s Bureau which supervised
the making of the contract, in return for a fee of some
small amount, and kept a filed record of the same. 15
Although there are no contracts of either El Destino
or Chemonie prior to 1873 which have survived, one
has some idea of the agreements under which the
hands worked, for such documents are fairly uniform
and the fragmentary reports of the plantation indicate that Jones made no unusual terms with his people. Generally speaking, the wages of the workers of
13
Those in charge of plantations were termed “managers.”
The Bureau refused to allow the freedmen to be placed under
“overseers.” Fleming, Documentary History of Reconstruction,
I, Rules and Regulations for Assistant Commissioners, VIII,
p. 329.
14
The act regarding Labor Contracts in Florida was passed
January 12, 1865. Acts and Resolutions of the General Assembly of Florida, 1865-1866, p. 32.
15
Davis, Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida, p. 393.
Fleming, Documentary History of Reconstruction, I, Circular
Instructions sent out by General Howard, p. 331.
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a given amount of land were one-third the crop produced thereon. As the common method of tilling the
land was in squads or gangs, this third was divided
up among the groups according to a rating very similar to the old rating of the slave hands. From the
negroes’share of the crop was deducted certain expenses such as bagging and rope, the poll tax of $3,
and whatever personal credit had been advanced to
him before the harvest. 16 In many instances, the items
just mentioned consumed most of the wages so that
the negro had just what he had always had, a living
on the old plantation. Although most of the land was
let to groups, there were instances of private enterprise, so to speak. Furthermore, crop sharing was not
the only basis of payment. Certain types of workers
were paid outright, such as mill hands, stockmen etc.
and, according to Uncle Demps, there were also farm
laborers who were hired at so much per day. 17
The supplies for the hands: were given out by the
planter in much the same manner as in the antebellum days with the great difference that they were
sold, not granted free. 18 The commissary serving both
plantations was located at El Destino. Besides food
stuffs, it undertook to provide articles of clothing, tobacco, whisky, pipes etc. Special articles for individual
negroes were also purchased on request. The mer16

See II of the appended documents. Accounts current
with the following hands for the year 1866.
17
Uncle Demps gives the following scale for hired labor: 50
to 75 cents for the men, 30 cents for the women, and 25 cents
for the children.
18
According to Davis, the rations to be provided were a
part of the typical contract. Davis, Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida, p. 393. The accounts of the negroes at
El Destino contained quantities of foodstuffs, but these were
probably extra supplies. Horger, as early as 1868, mentions
the drawing of rations as if it were part of the accepted regime.
In the contracts which are themselves available but which are
all of a later date, no stipulation regarding food is made. See
III of appended documents.
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chandise and supplies thus dispensed were procured
from Savannah in the main; but also from New York
by steamer to Newport. Jones made no effort to profit
by these transactions although Horger, in a letter of
July 31, 1868, suggested the possibilities of such a
course. 19 The building now standing and designated
as the commissary is not the commissary of earlier
days. The latter was a two-story structure which was
removed in 1910.
During the days of adjustment, the supply of labor
never adequately met the demands of the state. Davis
reports that three planters out of every four wanted
more workmen and that one gentleman near Tallahassee offered to pay the fines of all the negroes confined in the county jail if he might employ them on his
estate. 20 It was illegal for any person to persuade an
employee to quit the service of another to whom he
was under contract, but the pressure of the moment
frequently carried more weight than right. El Destino
was by no means free from this situation. 21 Another
problem was the planter who attempted to withdraw
neighboring labor at the end of the contract period.
One of the chief offenders in this respect was Green
H. Chaires, 22 the owner of extensive lands adjacent to
the Jones property. About 1870, the negroes began to
be lured away by prospects of higher wages and
19
See I of appended documents. Horger to Wallace S.
Jones, July 31, 1868. George Noble Jones, the grandson of the
original owner, has stated that the commissary was operated
not for profit but for the convenience of the two plantations.
20
Davis, Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida, p. 397.
21
Jones to T. B. Simkins, January 19, 1870. Phillips, Florida Plantation Records, p. 182.
22
Green H. Chaires belonged to the well known Chaires
family which figured extensively in early Florida history. His
lands reached from the eastern limits of Tallahassee many
miles eastward and southward. Part of these holdings belonged to the Lafayette grant and were purchased by him from
the Lafayette heirs.
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greater privileges offered by Chaires. 23 The glowing
anticipations were not fulfilled, for in a short time
most of the hands attempted to return. 24
In the next few years, a variety of contracts were
made with the different negro families. The gang
system broke down, due partly to the general dissatisfaction with the head men who were accused of being
dictatorial and indolent. The new unit of labor consisted of the family, man, wife, and children, all of
whom joined in the cultivation of the land obtained. 25
There was no uniformity even in this new plan
for, after the opening of the seventies, numerous types
of agreement existed side by side on the plantation. 26
In spite of the difficulties of the period, conditions
on both estates were fairly quiet and stable. Possibly
this was due to the fact that the members of the Jones
family were genuinely liked and trusted by their employees. There was of course some trouble with thieving. Stock disappeared now and then ; special locks
for the sugar house and stable were requested but, of
the more serious situations which many of the neighboring planters had to face, little mention is made.
23
Chaires offered his laborers half corn and one-third of
cotton. Phillips, Florida Plantation Records, p. 192: W. S.
Jones to G. Noble Jones, October 19, 1871. Chaires was also
reported to have told one of his employees that, “whenever he
wanted to ride, say nothing to nobody, go and get a mule and
travel.” See I of appended documents, Horger to Jones, January 24, 1870.
24
Demps says that the reason the negroes left Chaires was
that they received promises to pay rather than pay. Demps
himself was urged by an uncle to leave El Destino but refused.
He added that it was a good thing, as he had had to help the
uncle when he returned. There is plenty of evidence in the
Horger letters and in the communications of Wallace Jones
that Chaires’employees were dissatisfied with their situations
and were trying to return to the Jones plantations, especially
El Destino.
25
Wallace S. Jones to George Noble Jones, November 2,
1871. Phillips, Florida Plantation Records, p. 193.
26
See III of appended documents. Memorandum of tenant
contracts, El Destino and Chemonie, 1873.
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If either El Destino or Chemonie were endangered by
the activities of the negro brotherhoods or the carpetbag agitators, the details thereof must remain unknown.
Shortly after the war, the location of the mill was
changed. The new mill was constructed nearer the
dam ;27 but the peak of prosperity had passed and,
although considerable business was carried on, there
was frequent trouble with the management of the
water supply. When Wallace Savage Jones received
his appointment as United States Consul at Messina in
1885, it was decided to abandon the mill project. Accordingly, the mill was dismantled and the material
disposed of. To quote from a statement of the present Mr. George Noble Jones, “it was realized that the
mill would not pay in the absence of my uncle.”
The departure of Wallace Savage Jones for Italy
marks a fitting close for these records of El Destino
and Chemonie.
K ATHRYN T. A BBEY
LETTERS OF D. F. HORGER TO GEORGE NOBLE JONES AND
WALLACE SAVAGE JONES, 1865-1871
D. F. Horger to George Noble Jones 1
Chemonie Dec. 12, 1865.
I went to town yesterday (or St. Marks). I did
not find the cotton. You have no idea the little Round
Bales, which I have inderstood it is thought to be
Cotton Stolen, 2 and some of it-and repacked in Round
Bales. It cost me $5. (Cars and dinner).
27
The location of the second mill is designated on the map
in Florida Plantation Records.
1
Reprint from Phillips, Florida Plantation Records, p. 174.
2
The stolen cotton refers to the confiscation frauds perpetrated by Federal agents. Cotton which belonged to the Con-
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I want you to send to Town and get me a Locke
for the Sugar House. The Negroes have gone into it
with a key to fit the Locke on it. I also want 3 Lockes
for Stable and Lot. Some of the mules have been rode
here again. Have good Ones and all Different. A
common Locke they can buy themselves. Let me know
if any lumber can be got at ; the Mill. Some people
around here want some.
P.S. I ordered David to the Mill and make inquiry
abot Lumber.
D. F. Horger to Wallace S. Jones 3
Chemonie June 5, 1868
William who worked on the Canal with Jimmy,
only worked two days, the week you left and the next
week and last Monday left the place with all his things.
Before leaving, and ever since you left, he has been
trying to get all he could out of me, and did some on
the account your father speaking so favorably to me
about him. He is in your debt $7.80. Edward has done
nothing since you left but draw his rations 4 untill now.
I refused him any last night.
Amelia has been drawing, syrup since you left.
Your father did not mention to me whether she was
to draw or not. Prince failed to get meat at the commissary with the certificate your father gave him.
federate government was confiscated by the United States, but
so unscrupulous were the agents that large amounts of private
goods were seized. It has been estimated that the Confederate
government possessed 150,000 bales in 1865. The Ku Klux
Minority Report asserted that 3,000,000 bales had been seized
in the South.
3
Reprint from Phillips, Florida Plantation Records, p. 175.
4
The rations were the food supplies which were given to
the negro while the crop out of which he was to be paid was
being produced. In the typical contract the rations were stipulated, the minimum being four pounds of bacon, one peck of
meal, and one pint of syrup or its equivalent. Davis, Civil War
and Reconstruction in Florida, p. 393.
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“They gave as their reason that they in their contract
had to obey all the lawful orders of G. N. Jones”. I
think myself, according to the orders, they had no
right to issue to them but they are doing it elsewhere
to allmost all cases. My impressions are that if all
the Elections 5 were over with for this year (?) the
poor devils would not have smelled meat from them
(the Commissary) . 6
It is a little Dry, but the Crops are looking very well,
and they are getting along with them so far very well,
much better I was fearful that they would. They have
struck a fresh breeze, and look like they intended to
make something or try for it. The West Gang, I fear
wont do much. Ephreams corn looks very well indeed.
The Mill will grind as soon as they can get a Head of
water. 7 I have let Prince have 31 lbs of meat in all,
at different times, since you left, and Demps a few lbs
last night. Am I right or not?
Your young Dogs have come to light-but they are
off from the House, and I could not find them this
morning to give you a description of them. By the
time I come down here 8 again, Bob will have found
5
The elections mentioned were those incidental to the establishment of the Carpetbag government. They were held May
6th, 7th and 8th, 1868. The voting was for governor, lieutenant-governor, congressman, members of the Legislature, and
the adoption or rejection of the new constitution. Davis, Civil
War and Reconstruction in Florida, p. 526.
6
The Commissary was that of the Freedmen’s Bureau. The
Bureau was officially established in Florida in September, 1865,
when Thomas 0. Osborn was appointed chief assistant-commissioner for Florida. The Bureau had done an extensive
work in giving out rations during the period just after the
war. When the Bureau entered politics, it came to realize the
political value of free gifts of food to the negro voters.
7
Head of water: a mill term denoting the height of water
in reserve.
8
It is hard to tell when Horger is referring to Chemonie
and when to El Destino. During the absence of Jones and his
son, both places were under his care. From the mention of
Prince, the West gang, and the mill, it is probable that the
plantation in question is El Destino.
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them, when I. will let you know the particulars. I hope
to Hear from you soon.
W. S. Jones
Dr Sir-I noted the Receipt those things sent on
Back last letter sent you-5 Gallons Whiskey & 1/4
Keg Tobacco-and those Hands working on Dam have
pitched into it pretty Strong-The Syrup is out, those
boys working on Dam, buying what they did not draw
and anxious for more for Rations, and also for their
famlys The Meat on Hand this morning are only 8
Shoulders, outside the Mill Hands, only 100 lbs have
been Taken up-they buying what they did not drawDave has a family on plantation (or wife) and since
the Dam has broken have three Handes picked upTwo of those will only remain til nex thursday-Send
some meat, and syrup if You can You will make something on it 9 and be paying those fellows up for they
dont work, too strong, all the time and they ought to
be paid in something else besides Money-if possible.
But for the Rain, the Dam would have been Completed 10- Ansel Ground Six Bushels Yesterday and
wile gring some now I suppose Cotton Crops are pretty good, but if the Rains Continu, we are Having
now they will be injured.
We are having a good deal at this time, so much
that I fear, they wont be much fodder saved
Very Truly
Your etc
D. F. Horger
9
The above suggestion to the contrary, the commissary was
never
run for profit.
10
During the early summer or spring, the dam and mill
had been damaged by an “accident.” Jones to Wallace S.
Jones, August 29, 1868. The cause was doubtless the rise of
the water of Burnt Mill Creek. Uncle Demps states that there
is constant danger of floods from the creek during the heavy
rains.
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July 31, 1868.
P.S. according to the statement of the meat left here,
it ought not to be so near out, but such is the fact. I
have been as Careful with it as I possibly could be
under all circumstances. Your scales left for me to
weigh allowances with I used awhile, and had to have
them boiled and cleaned nicely before I could do anything with them, and ought not to have used them as
long as I did, when I came to examine them particularly in weighing I could make a piece of meat weigh
five lbs or three lbs which I choosed by pushing either
way wherever pushed it would stick-Now they are as
good as they ever were, or when first bought-I state
this as they are undoubtedly some mistak somewhere-and not by me, only in using those scales as
long as I did without making an examination-It has
been sme 2 or 3 weeks since I had them CleanedVery Truly
D. F. H.
D. F. Horger to Wallace S. Jones 11
Chemonie, Augt 14th 1868.
. . . . ..No depredations among the cattle since, nor do I
think there will be. Jerry has left the place since they
eat up the one killed. Although I have never Hinted
who killed it, yet I told sevel I know who did kill it,
and also the Goat. Demps came up here every time
I came over until he found out I said I knew who
killed the goat. He hasn’t been here since.
They have commenced picking Cotton here. I have
given them the Corn Sacks left in the Room-was that
right? They tell me this morning they have seen a
few caterpillars. I ordered them to have the first
brood of them killed which I think will save the crop
11

Reprint from Phillips, Florida Plantation Records, p. 179.
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3 or 4 weeks longer. Their Cotton Crops are tollerable
good. I have been sick the last 2 or 3 times I have
been here and have’t been out much. I hear of some
crops below Town having been eaten out already [i. e.
by caterpillars] When that is the case, it is a poor
chance for cotton. Mr. Blocksome 12 [i. e. Mr. Bloxham]
told me that on five hundred [acres] of Cotton he did
not have more than 30 bales. If the Cotton is destroyed in this. Middle Florida, it will be a serious
case.
P.S. From what I learn, Prince are making improper use of the Corn given him to eat and for his
mules. His mules looking very badly, and I think also
other are doing the same. What shall be done with
them? I have been trying to get them [to] attend to
their stock, all, Prince particularly. He was feeding
freely and doing more than any body else. The biggest
Liyars in the world. I have got them so they wont ride
a mule without asking me, and I tell you they don’t
ride much.
Mr. W. S. Jones
Dr. Sir
I suppose you may think I am fond of writing letters by writing so many to you, but it seems I Cant
help it fuly & Keep You posted.
The young mare was quite bad off with Staggers
last week. I came here on thursday morning and staid
with her untill Saturday noon - She is better eats
12
William D. Bloxham, a veteran of the Confederate army,
and later governor of Florida, was at this time a planter near
Tallahassee and a leader of the Conservative party in the
state. After emancipation; he was one of the first to establish
a school for his negro hands. The teacher of this school was
John. Wallace, afterward an influential radical politician and
the author of Carpetbag Rule in Florida. Bloxham assisted
Wallace in the preparation of that work.
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hearty, and will get strong again The Mill House is
all right again Sheeting and all, and the I suppose
will be replaced again around the House, probably tomorrow night. When I shall be compelled to do some
more work on the Dam before I can leave it. They
had at the quarter quite a Funeral preched by Sam
S & Croms on Sunday last. And three Sheep has been
mising since. I was a little fearful when I left on
Saturday they would break in on the sheep-and told
Robert to Keep a close look out, thinking that after
night they would make the Raid, but it seems the Boys
were watched, and the Cows ordered to be caned up
earlier, I suppose for the purpose they cut off 3 & had a
Dog would run and catch without “saying a word” &
run them and had them out after Cleaning them and
caned them up after night. Robert about dark or just
before went to the pasture and stood untill the Cows
past, but hurd nothing of the sheep-In addition to the
Sheep-Four Hogs were killed in the quarter, good size
-and the largest Cow Henry Bolin had-making about
Eight hundred lbs meat-quite a show out, I know who
caned the Sheep in quarter, and who Killed them, and
the Dog used for thier purpose wont catch any more, if
he dont before I go home and return-I dont think the
Devil will know what to do with them when he gets
them-& they are getting meaner than ever, the Govern, making detectives of them 13 - or a great many of
them - I have been quite sick but better, and do hope
I will be permitted to live to see things change here
in this country. All the Magistrates that are appointed in the Country are negroes, pretty muchWhat will be next-the freight on pk Bacon was $3,45.
Respectfully Your etc.
D. F. Horger.
Augt 22 nd 1868
13
This probably refers to the practice of the radicals of
questioning the negroes to get desired evidence concerning conditions, etc.
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Mr Wallace S. Jones
Dr Sir-I suppose you begin to want to hear from
here again-Well, the Cotton Crop will be short on
account Rain and Catapillar the Catapillars most particularly-this whole Country is eaten out in this
settlement by the 1st of Sept, and the other places in
the County a month sooner-and along
Distressing to this Country Certainly, & Cotton falling in price-The Boys began to work here last monday-and by Saturday diner didt get quite enough
boards to Cover the Gin House on the strength of
which, I discharged two of them. Negroes wont work
in this country, and they do worse than they did before we had Civil Govt 14 here, take them generallyMeeting at Tallahassee and about in the Settlement
near there, and the Devil preached to them by those,
Peaceble, good natured, midnight sneakers, 15 and Negro scourers when they are not afraid to go-that Cotton Rope made in the south ought not to be disgraced
to hang one of them14
The civil government under the radical Republican regime was officially inaugurated when Governor Reed was sworn
into office on June 8, 1868. By July 2, both senators from Florida had been admitted at Washington.
15
Horger is unquestionably referring to the secret organizations started by the carpetbaggers and used by them as an
effective method of political control. There were two in Florida. The Lincoln Brotherhood was started by Thomas W.
Osborn through his servant in October, 1865. The negroes
were informed that the purpose of the order was to prevent
their being returned to slavery. The members were initiated
with great form and ceremony a few at a time. Many of them
believed that joining the league made them brother of Lincoln
himself. Meetings were held every Thursday in the most secret
place available. Two years later, William M. Saunders, Daniel
Richards and “Liberty” Billings, political rivals of Osborn,
resolved to undermine the strength of the Brotherhoods by organizing “The Loyal League of America” in Florida. These
lodges spread rapidly and soon no negro was recognized by the
founders as a member of the Republican party unless he was
a member of the league. The league was a profitable source of
revenue, for initiation fees were charged which varied all the
way from five to twenty dollars, Wallace, Carpetbag Rule in
Florida, pp. 42-48.
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No more stock killed at Eldestino, since I wrote
you, but Two the best Milch cows of Halls killed from
their calves-It will take from fifty to 75 lbs nails for
the Gin House. Anything you send here for your place,
Eldestino, send to no. 2 - the mares are doing well
now-but I was afraid at one time the young one
would die, and would, but for the best attention. Respects to your Bro & Father
Very truly
Yours etc.
Sept 13th 1868.
D. F. Horger
D. F. Horger to George Noble Jones 15
Chemonie Jan 24, 1870.
Mr Jones:
Yours by Natt was received last night. When you
asked me the question when you were here, whether
it made any difference about a settle [ment] right
off with me. I told you “It did not”, for I had some
Cotton to Gin and send to Depot, which I did, I also
told you that they would be 4 Bales of Rent Cotton, 16
they were, you having about, in all, a corresponding
amo[un]t in your Hands. I shipped 4 in my name.
2 Bales had been shipped when you were here. I did
not see anything wrong in it and hope they wont be,
for I want you to get every dime that is yours and you
will get it. The rent of some of my sone Cotton are
also arranged. I don’t expect to spend a dime of my
15

183-84.

Reprinted from Phillips, Florida Plantation Records, pp.

16

Rent cotton was that portion of the cotton due the planter
as rent for the land. When such an arrangement was made
between the owner and tenant at El Destino, one-third of the
crop was usually the price of the rent, after all advances had
been deducted and the cotton had been ginned and packed, and
the fodder hauled to the crib. In other contracts, the rent was
reduced to a fixed number of pounds of cotton.
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rent until we have a settlement; It is not sold yet, but
will be in a day or two. I hope that will be satisfactory, for I never intended to do any thing wrong
about it. Natt['s] statement and mine you say were
somewhat Confused. When you get returns from the
Bale, you will be the judge who is correct. You know
how much Cotton was sent from El Destino.
I never found out until last night that apart of
Lewis Crowd had left him. Lewis I expect to get yet,
but may not. For Chairs has found out through Sam
who worked with Lewis last year, that Lewis thought
of leaving and Chairs has declined to have his Cotton
ginned, 17 Lewis sent me word last night he wanted
to see me; and if he does I will moce him, if it is the
first of March. He told Chairs he would not sign a
contract with him untill his Cotton was ginned or he
gets paid for it.
Sam bargained with me a week or two since, and
asked me to save him Baraks House. If Lewis yet
comes, he won’t bring as many hands as at first.
Therefore there will be mules here to spare. I have
given Queen, the best (?) of your mules, to Dick. The
Balance are here. Send over and get some of them.
The money for the Ducks are all right. You had
better get them soon. They have commenced “laying”
Have you any no. 50 plows, cast plows? We would
like to get 4 or 5. And what about shop work? We
will need some harnes. They were pretty badly broken
last year. I am sorry Robert cant come. Two days
would do all I want done, I think.
I would have gone to El Destino before now, but
have been quite indisposed, and would go today, but
17
Most contracts required that the cotton be picked, ginned
and packed. To prolong the process, therefore, would prolong
the contract and keep the labor for, if the worker left before
the contract was carried out, he forfeited his wages which
were not paid until the crop was in.
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have been in bed more or less for the last two or three
days. I send Polido today in order he may see Lewis
on his return.
Barak and others who came after him, of your old
hands, were very bitter against you. Nathan is sorry
he left. Says he is coming back next winter. I hope
he will. He is all the one I regret leaving, although
Ely is a tolerabl good hand. Barak says Chairs told
him “Whenever he wanted to ride, say nothing to nobody, go and get a mule and travel.” And “sell his
Cotton any time after it is packed to whom he
pleased.” That was no doubt cheering (?) to him,
but the chances may be for him to get none.
D. F. Horger to George Noble Jones. 18
El Desteno Sept 14/71
Mr. Jones,
Yours 26th Augt. just Receaved yesterday, and
glad to hear you are getting Stout again. I have written a letter every week to you or son since you left.
Yet it seems they are slow going. From what cause
I am unable to understand. Lately the Roads have
been so badly washed up, not much travelling done. I
wrote you in letter a week ago and it has rained every
day since, more or less, and some very heavy Rains.
The Country is full of water, and every little Creek
running over, and large ones too. And Cotton turn
about, very much injured and lost. Not much more
than half work done, on ac[coun]t wet weather.
I have examined the Cotton that is out. I think
they are trying to get their cotton out. It wont rate
very high, on account bad weather. No rain today
for the first lately. Mules dont get any worse. Still
18

186-88.

Reprint from Phillips, Florida Plantation Records,
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looking very well, not having had corn in some days.
They are still fed on “Beggar lice”, together with
what they get in pasture between meals.
Very little sickness among the hands now. Polido
will make a fair crop for the season. Natt[‘s] corn,
all, will be about l/3 what they land ought to make.
Thomas[‘s] Crop is “tolerable”, Old Tom having the
honour of making it while Thomas was running about.
Dick, pretty fair crop, but getting about slow gathering it. Thomas and Nat, Eve and Pup only want a
place to call home. And Scilla, Dick’s youngest girl
in the field, has run away from home 2 months ago,
or nearly so, and he has failed, so far, to get hold of
her.
My wife has been quite sick for sevel weeks, and
in bed yet, but I hope better now, and will get up.
Cotton buyers 19 begin to stir up the Negroes. I saw
quite a pile, bought from the Negroes this season at
a certain place (sev’l Bales), and not far from here.
On the Miccasuki Lake N. End, they are five “shantys”
in 2 square miles, I am told by good authority.
P.S. I have just been able to get some Turnip seedwill be sowed at once. Did not get yours send. None
in Tallahassee, had to get them from Miccasuki. Got
all they had and am afraid has not got enough yet.
19
Cotton buyers were those who attempted to purchase the
cotton from the negroes before it had been ginned. When this
was done, it was impossible for the planters to know how much
cotton had been produced or to obtain the amount belonging to
them under the various contracts made with the hands. The
practice was regarded as thoroughly dishonest and despicable
by the law-abiding elements of the community. At the time
of the letter, the Ku Klux was making an effort to stop these
activities. Wallace S. Jones to George Noble Jones, October
19, 1871, Phillips, Florida Plantation Records, p. 190.
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II. TABULATIONS FOR EL DESTINO AND JEFFERSON
PLANTATIONS, 1866-1869
Florida Tax Returns 11868
Jefferson County
Eighths = 4840 acres @ $3
Cattle
Mules @ $150
Horses
Buggy

14570
400
2100
450
100

Tax Returns 1868 - Leon County
3140
Eighths=1560 acres @ $2
do-2080 acres “ $4
4160
mules
oxen
6 Cows & Calves & 1 Bull
Expenses of the Florida Plantations in 1868
Receipts from Fa Plantations - 1868

$7300
300
200
140

1770.86
3932.77

ACCOUNTS CURRENT WITH THE FOLLOWING HANDS
UNDER CONTRACT FOR THE YEAR 1866 2
Dr.
1866
Jany 24
Aug 18
April 12
Dec 1 1
13

Little Sam
To 1 Pair Shoes
1 lb Tobacco
1 coat
Gallon Whisky
1 Pair shoes (Warren)

2.00 acc with G. Noble
45 Jones, Cr
10.63 wages1/4 crop 60.00
3.50
2.75

1
El Destino is located for the most part in Jefferson County.
The county line between Leon and Jefferson counties runs
through the western part of the plantation. The land taxed
in Leon County comprised Chemonie and the western section
of El Destino.
2
It is very hard to determine to what plantation the three
tabulations given here belong. They are written in an old
notebook which was found among the El Destino records and
yet the book contains several tabulations which are listed as
pertaining to Jefferson Plantation, the Georgia estate of the
Jones family. None of the tabulations in question are ascribed
to any of the plantations. Little can be gained by comparing
the names of the negroes mentioned with list of the ex-slaves
held by Jones on El Destino and Jefferson immediately after
the war. The best settlement seems to be as follows; the accounts for 1866 are those of El Destino, inasmuch as the tax
of $3 listed as part of the debt of each male negro is obviously
the Florida poll tax of that amount. The Georgia tax of the
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6.75 3
Lost time 13% days
Advance as per Pass Book
12.88 45
in March
3.00
Tax
Jan 7/67 To Balance Paid 28.04
1866
Dr.

Polly

April 12

1 Hat

“ 1 Pair Shoes
cloth
““ 18 yds
Dress

“ 1 Pair Shoes
4 2 lbs spun thread
8 4 yds cotton Cloth
1 9 yds Bed Ticking
Lost time

Dec

41.96

1.50
2.00
3.20
4.50
2.25
90
2.40
7.20
27.50

Polly
wages

Cr
60.00

Balance Paid
$60.00
Prince
Dr
1866 March acc as per Book
April 2 one Pipe
Coat
Boots
Suspenders
3 Handkerchiefs

10.37
50
10.63
5
65
1.20

Prince
wages

Cr
47.50

same time was only $1. The accounts of 1867 and 1868 seem
to be those of Jefferson. The names of the squads are the same
for both years and in the accounts of the last year is included
Warr’s account. It is certain from the letters that Warr was
the manager at Jefferson and that at the same time Horger was
in charge of Chemonie and El Destino. There seems to be no
way of deciding the issue beyond the realm of probability, however.
3

The rate per day would be 50 cents.
The Pass Book is the account book in this instance. In
the antebellum days the Pass Book was used for the records
of passes or permissions granted to the negroes to leave the
plantation. It may well be that the old Pass-book was used up
as an account book for the new regime.
4

5

In January, 1866, the Florida: Legislature laid a poll tax
of $3 on all males between the ages of twenty-one and fifty-five
years. If the tax was not paid the delinquent might be seized
and hired out to anyone who would pay the tax. Laws of Florida, Fourteenth Assembly, chap. 1501.
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wages 47.50
advances 31.75
Lost Time

7

____________

$15.75

31.75
Abram Fleming
1866
Jany 24 2 Pairs shoes
April 16 6 yds white Cloth
March acc
June 11 1 Bu meal
22 2 lbs Tobacco
July 2 1 Bu Meal
Aug 2 2 lbs Tobacco
Sept 28 Whiskey
Oct 5 Whiskey
27 1 lb Tobacco
Nov 17 1 lb
"
25 cash Mr J
Dec 1 2 Gallons whiskey
Dec. 4 1 Pr coarse Shoes
2 childrens
1 Bootees
9 1 lb Tobacco
24 12 lbs Flour
Nov 23 cash
Jany 19 12 lbs Flour
Lost time
Lost time Phoebe 6
Tax
Advance in March

Dr
4.00
2.40
3.93
1.50

Cr
wages self
60.00
do Phoebe $45.00

90

1.50
90
1.20
2.40
45
45
2.00
7.00
2.75
4
2.50
45
1.00
2.00
1.00
6.00
11.00
3
3.93

$48.74

$56.26
1866
Big Sam
Jany 24 1 Pair Shoes
April 12 2 Pocket Hands
" 2 Hd Handkerchiefs
“ 1 Hat
June 22 1 lb Tobacco
July 8 6 lbs wool
29 1 lb Tobacco
Aug 4 1/2 Kid
" 4 lbs Flour
19 1 lb Tobacco
Sep 17 whiskey
20 1 lb Tobacco
"
whiskey
28 “
“
6
Phoebe was probably the wife of Abram. It was common
for a negro to contract for the labor of his wife and children
as well as himself.
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Oct 6
13
24
Dec 1
6
13
15
26
Sep 6
Dec 6
15

Whiskey
do
1 lb Tobacco
2 Gallons whiskey
1 Blk cloth cape
1 Hoop
1 Pair shoes
1 charly
1 qt. whiskey
6 yds cotton Cloth
Shugar & Coffee
1 Pair shoes
Lost time
Lost time Julia

Davy Tallieferro
Sundry advances

Dr.
56.00

60
60
45
7.00
14.00
2.
2.75
2.00
1.00
2.40
5
2.25
5
21.00
77.85
Jany 1867
Davy Talliefaro
Cr
By one Bale Cotton 105.00
56.00
Deduct advances
49.00

12 1/2 Bu Potatoes
100 lbs meat
cash
1867
Big Abram
Jany by advances

9
10.00
17.75
30.00
9

Cash for fodder & Hay 13.00
cash
75

By cash
Hay & fodder

19.00
17.75

Bale cotton
Hay & fodder
cash

105.00
13.
9
127

127.00
Jefferson Plantation
Cotton Receipts 1868 for 1867
Billy’s Squad
42 Bales
net sales
2888.67
one third
962.89
number of shares 10 1/4
each share
93.94
187.88
Billy & Dick
Debt
76.14
111.74
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Venus 3/4 7
Debt
2.66
46.97
20.24

Nanny 1/2 share

26.73
93.94
72.52

Jeffrey

21.42
93.94
88.67

Sylvia
Debt

5.27
owe 27/c
Taughter
Debt

93.94
77.91
16.03
140.91
194.37

Ben & Rachel 1 1/2
Debt

53.46
234.85
199.07

Cato, Caesar & Katie 2 1/2
Debt

35.78

owe 15/c
returned 1/3 Lost time

11.75

Sam’s Squad
net sales
one third
8 1/4 hands, each share

31 Bales
$1786.76
$598.58
72.20
72.20
13.30
58.90

Abram & Phoebe 1 3/4

126.35
132.84
paid

$6.49

7

The fractions after the names of the various negroes indicate their share in the wages of the squad. A share was the
return of a laborer who was considered able to do an average
amount of work. This is practically the same as the rating of
the old slave hands called by a new name.
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Suky
Lost time

72.20
2.00

owe 20/c

70.20

Martha
Debt

72.20
16.81

owe 39/c

55.39

Will
Debt

72.20
27.75
44.45

Doll 3/4
Debt

54.15
20.60

owe 5/c

33.55

Isaac 2 sons 1 3/4

126.35
121.75
4.60

returned 1/3 of Lost time

11.58

Jack’s Squad

30 Bales
8 1/2 shares
1798.07
599.35

net sales
one third
Jack, William & Joe share
Debt

211.53
209.86

notice 17 cents

1.67

Jacob & Juliet 2 shares

141.02
126.75

Debt

14.27
Jim 1 share
Debt

70.51
95.96
owes

25.45
53.30
84.81

owes
Flora 1 share
Debt

70.51
86.02
owes
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Lizzie 3/4 share
Debt

53.30
79.08
owes

Davy’s Squad
net sales $1631,70/100
Davy's proportion of Crop
Debt

25.78
31 Bales

$158.46
Abram Crop
Debt

271.98
$ 96.76
$175.22

George’s Squad
net sales
one third
9 hands, each share
George & Nina 2 shares
Debt
owes 33 cts
Prince Burton
Debt

40 Bales

$266.16

888.72

98.74

197.48
138.65
$58.83
98.74
72.08

owes 10 cts

$26.69

L. Tenny
Debt

98.74
90.63

owes 11 cts

$ 8.11
98.74
59.80

owes 24 cts

$39.24

Bet
Debt

98.74
70.64

owes 10 cts

$28.10

Katie
Debt

98.74
60.24
$38.50

William (Bess)
Debt

98.74
87.21
$11.53
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98.74
79.88

Polly
Debts

18.86
$14.16

owes 36 cts
returned 1/3 of lost time
Jefferson Plantation
Crop of 1868-69
Billy’s Squad
34 Bales
4 pt off for
bagging & rops

Billy

3836.31
153.45
3 ) 3682.86
1227.62

Billy’s Squad share

Sam’s Squad
4 pts off

Sam

2660.40
106.41
3) 2553.99
851.33

Sam’s Squad Share

3) 3053.09
$1017.69

George’s Squad share

Jack

G. Jones’ Share of Crop
2455.24
Billy's Squad
1702.66
Sam's
“
2035.28
George's “
“
1248.92
Jack’s
1851.14
Davy’s
“
586.14
Receipts

$9879.48
147.52
$10,027.00

Less expenses

4624.31

Less wages
Dr
8
Warr’s acc
Quano etc
9
G.F.J. acc
4624.31

1951.45
78.05

Jack’s Squad
4 pts off

3) 1873.40
J a c k ’s S q u a d = 6 2 4 . 4 6

144
144
30
_____
324

3) 2776.71
Davy’s Squad share

925.57

915.85
36.63

Bing

3) 879.22
B i n g ’s S q u a d =

293.07

8
S. H. Warr was the agent of the Jefferson plantation in
the absence
of members of the Jones family.
9
G. F. J. was George Fenwick Jones, the oldest son of
George
Noble Jones.
10
These three negroes were hired on a per day basis. They
were not part of a squad.
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III. NEGRO CONTRACTS, RECORDS OF WORK,
1873-1874, JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLA.

I, G. Noble Jones hereby agree to rent to John
Pride for one year from 1st Jany 1873 to 1 Jany 1874
Thirty one Acres of land on Monticello 1 road in consideration for which John Pride hereby agrees on or
before the 1st Jany next to pay Mr. Jones or his representative nine hundred Pounds of Middling 2 Cotton in
lint and gin the Cotton at Mr Jones’gin. John also
pledges his Crops of Corn and Cotton for the faithful
performance of this contract and to secure the payment of all advances made or to be made by Mr Jones
to him ; In witness whereof the parties to this contract
have hereto set their hands and seals this 15th Jany
1873. 3
(SS)
G. Noble Jones
Witness
his
John Pride X
mark (SS)
This agreement between G. Noble Jones of the
first part & John Pride of the second, witnesseth, that
John Pride agrees to cultivate as much land on G. N.
Jones’Plantation as can be properly tended with his
team, in Corn & Cotton. To pick, gather, cure, house
said Crops.-to hawl the Corn & fodder to G. N. Jones’
crib.-To gin and pack his Cotton at G. N. Jones’gin
1
The Monticello road runs across the northwest section of
the plantation.
2
Middling cotton is cotton of medium grade. Cotton in the
lint is cotton which has been ginned as distinguished from cotton in
the seed.
3
The above contract established a tenantry based on cotton
rental, that is, a definite amount was paid for the use of the
land. It may be noticed that the rent is entirely in cotton.
Those on a crop sharing basis usually paid in fodder as well as
cotton.
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& Screw, 4 & to deliver the same at the R. R. 5 - and to
do whatever else is usually required of Plantation Laborers., & to be faithful at his work.
In consideration of the faithful performance by
John of the above conditions & agreement Mr. Jones
will, after deducting for all advances which have been
or may be made by him to John, give him two thirds
of the Cotton, Corn & fodder made by John.John hereby mortgages his crops to Mr Jones to
secure him for all advances.Signed the 16th day feb 1874. 6
G. Noble Jones
his
John
X Pride
Witness
mark
Wallace S. Jones.
State of Florida
Jefferson County
Be it remembered that on the 21st day of February
A. D. 1874 personally appeared before the subscriber,
a Justice of the Peace in and for said county Wallace
S. Jones and made oath that G. Noble Jones and John
Pride parties in the foregoing instrument of writing
did in his presence sign the same as for their own acts
respectively and for the purposes mentioned in the said
instrument of writing-In testimony whereof I have
hereunto set my hand and seal the day and year above
writtenGeo Whitfield (Seal)
Justice of the Peace
4
The screw was the apparatus used for pressing the cotton
into the bales as it dropped from the gin.
5
The R. R. was probably the Jacksonville, Pensacola, and
Mobile Railroad.
6
It should be noticed that the same negro who made the
preceding contract changed the basis of his tenantry in this
contract to crop sharing.
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Memorandum of Tenant Contracts, El Destino and
Chemonie, 1873 7
West agrees to pay $2.75 per acre (46 acres) for
2 years from Jany. 1st ‘73. Madison plows a steeragrees to feed steer. He gets one half of cotton and
three quarters of the corn and fodder.
Winter agrees to pay 600 lbs lint for all land cultivated by him. From last year’s account Winter paid
$27.65 on mule. Were he to pay cash now, it would
take $72.35 to finish paying for mule. Until he does
finish paying, he is to be charged at the rate, of $12
a month.
Aberdeen, Harry, Dick, Joe, Demps, Barak,
Charles get 1/4, corn and l/3 cotton provided the 1/2
corn shows 75 barrels to the mule.
Lewis gets 2/3 of cotton and 3/4 of the corn.
John Pride rents for 2 bales of 450
Chamouni Boys give 450 (pounds of) lint for every 20 acres.
Sarah Williams gets l/3 all round.
Ephraim gets 1/2.
Robert and Ben get 2/3
A Tenant’s Contract for the Purchase of a Mule and
the Rent of a Farm, 1874 8
(Unsigned draft in the handwriting of
Wallace S. Jones.)
I agree to sell to Charles Howard a mule called
Pigeon for $187., one half payable on the first of Jany.
7
Reprint from Phillips, Florida Plantation Records, p. 581.
This memorandum is especially valuable not only because it
illustrates the existence on one plantation of various kinds of
tenantry, but, also, because it includes the current types of
tenantry, money rental, cotton rental, and crop-sharing. The
percentage of the share of the crop-sharing tenantry was usually determined by the ownership and feeding of the mule used.
West was on money rental; Winter, John Pride and the Chamouni Boys were on cotton rental; the rest were crop sharers
on various
terms.
8
Reprint from Phillips, Florida Plantation Records, p. 583.
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[1875] Eighteen hundred and seventy-five, the other
half payable with twenty per [cen]t interest on the
1st Jany., 1876, interest to run from the first of Jany
1875. Upon the payment of the last instalment with
interest, I agree to make title to Charles for the mule.
If the mule dies before it is paid for, Charles agrees
to pay for the mule as if it had lived. I further agree
to rent Charles 40 acres of land in River Field 9 for
one year at the rate of 900 pounds of good cotton,
payable and deliverable by the first Jany. next at Station One, J. P. and M. R. R. 10 He pledges his crops
for the performance of this agreement, also for advances which may be made by me to Charles; he will
pay taxes on mule.
In witness thereof we sign our names to this
agreement Jany. third 1874.
9

River Field was one of the old ante-bellum divisions of the
plantation. It was located on the eastern boundary and was
crossed by Burnt Mill Creek.
10
The J. P. and M. R. R. was the Jacksonville, Pensacola,
and Mobile Railroad. On March 20, 1869,. the Pensacola and
Georgia Railroad was sold at public auction by the Internal
Improvement Board for $1,220,000 to one Franklin Dibble and
associates. Minutes of the Proceedings of the Board of Trustees
of the Internal Improvement Fund of the State of Florida,
I, pp. 373, 383. In June of the same year the Jacksonville,
Pensacola and Mobile Railroad was incorporated “to secure
the speedy completion, equipping, and maintenance of a connection by railroad between Jacksonville on the Atlantic coast
and Pensacola on the Gulf coast, and Mobile, in Alabama,
running through the State of Florida.” The company received
the exclusive right for twenty years to build a road from the
terminus of the Pensacola and Georgia Railroad at Quincy to
the dividing line between the States of Florida and Alabama in
the direction of Mobile. Permission was also granted that the
new corporation might combine with the Pensacola and Georgia
and the Tallahassee Railroads. McClellan, Digest of the Laws
of the State of Florida, 1822-1881, pp. 1055-1060. The road
went into the hands of a receiver in 1872. Many of the members of the corporation had been associated with the earlier
projects.
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A Chattel Mortgage by a Negro Tenant, 1874 11
State of Florida
Jefferson County
Whereas George Noble Jones has advanced to us,
John Pride Caroline his wife Forty dollars to enable
us to pay for the purchase of said mule named John
Bull, and whereas the Said George Noble Jones has
advanced to the undersigned one hundred and seventy six dollars 22/100 on account of supplies, to enable us to feed and clothe ourselves and family we
hereby convey to said George Noble Jones the aforesaid mule, this conveyance to be void whenever we
shall pay to George Noble Jones or his representatives
the aforesaid sum of one hundred and seventy six
dollars 22/100 for said advances and the aforesaid
sum of forty dollars on account of purchase of said
mule. Witness our signatures this-eighteenth day of
February, 1874.
John X Pride
Caroline X Pride
Witness :
G. Fenwick Jones.
Wallace S. Jones.
(This is the last instalment of this series of plantation documents.)
11

Reprinted from Phillips, Florida Plantation Records,

582.
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NOTES ON THE LIFE OF JAMES GRANT PRIOR
AND SUBSEQUENT TO HIS GOVERNORSHIP OF EAST FLORIDA
[To the general reader of Florida history, James Grant
is but governor of British East Florida. Had the country
remained English for a few more decades, it might well have
been that those seven years held the most important service
of his long public life; for during that time he laid, in a wilderness, the sound foundation of a typical British colony. But
as that beginning came to naught; his governorship is only
the midpoint of a military career which began in 1741 as an
ensign and carried him to the rank of general in 1796.
A popular route of American tourists through the Highlands of Scotland carries them along the River Spey and across
the Avon on an eighteenth century bridge. Ballindaloch estate
and castle 1 lie near at hand. Here James Grant was born in
1720, and here he died. This bridge, over which doubtless many
Floridians have passed without knowing who was its builder,
and the addition of a wing to the ancient castle were works of
his last years.
The source of these notes is largely family records and
correspondence, much of which is now in the British Museum
(Brit. Mus. Addit. MSS. 25405-15). Acknowledgment is made
to Sir Arthur Grant, Monymusk, Scotland, for assistance, and
to Mr. A. Macpherson Grant, of Broughton, Scotland, and London, for the locating of, selecting, and commenting upon the
documents used.]

Lieutenant-Colonel James Grant, appointed governor of the newly-created province of East Florida on
November 1, 1763, was of an ancient Highland family,
the Grants of Rothiemurchus ; but his father, Colonel
William Grant, having bought the estate of Ballindaloch, 2 this was his birthplace and home. His mother,
Ann Grant, was a daughter of the chief of the clan,
so James was brought up in ‘a clannish atmosphere
1
“Ballindaloch, a splendid Scottish baronial castle:” Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th ed., vol. 25, p. 646. See also, Dictionary
of National (British) Biography, vol. 22, p. 388.
2
Of Celtic origin, meaning “house in a valley,” the castle
conforming to this description.
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which influenced his character. There was also a
military influence in his home, and this must have
had its effect in shaping his career: His father was
entrusted with the raising of a company of the 1st
Highland Regiment, the 42nd, or Black Watch ; 3 and
as this company was used at first only to keep the
peace locally, his home was to some degree its headquarters.
The earliest surviving mention of James is in 1730
when he is supplied with shoes, and it is not until
1737 that we read of his getting breeches or “cloaths,”
with linen shirts and ruffles, and by then he was in
college in Edinburgh reading for the law. His father had died in 1733, his mother earlier; so, for a
part of his childhood, he was an orphan. A few references to his college fees, pocket money, and holidays
is all that is now known of these years. But such
studies did not appeal to him, for in December, 1740,
his friends wrote that they did not think he would continue them long; and in September, 1741, on becoming
an ensign in the 1st Highland Battalion, his long military career began.
According to family tradition, James Grant was
a true Highlander-devoted to his men, whose language he must have spoken, proud of his birth and his
clan, and though abroad for more than thirty years,
never forgetting his homeland ; ambitious and moneyseeking, he set himself out to win an estate, and eventually fate made him owner of his old home.
On October 24, 1744, he was commissioned captain
in the 1st Battalion, 1st Royal Scots, and soon saw
service in Flanders, fighting at Fontenoy, The battalion returned to take part in the battle of Culloden,
but was again in Flanders during the campaigns of
1747-48. There is mention of his taking part in the
3
Family records. Dic. Natl. Biog. states that this was
James’s brother William.
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former battle in a letter written by his sister, Mrs.
Forbes, to Robert Grant of Tanmore:May 14, 1745
Dr Sir
I am just now favoured with yours which was most agreeable to me for I have been since Saturdays night ye most
uneasie creature on hearth for fear of Jamie. Mr Stewart
came here straight from Edr [Edinburgh] and brought ye
news paper with him yt give an account of ye battle he assured
me that neither Brother 4 nor Mr. Forbes 5 was ther but as I
know Jamie was it gave me utmost pain yt I could get no
accounts of him. Mr. Stewart left Edr only fryday morning
and was here next night he says he made the quicker dispatch
he was afraid I would get accounts of the battle and not be
certain but Mr. Forbes and my brother was ther. . . .
Anne Forbes

The next year Grant started with an expedition to
America :(From Captain James Grant to Robert Grant
of Tanmore)
From on Board his Majesty’s Ship Superbe
June 24th 1746 at Sea three leagues from
St. Helier

Dear Tanmore 6
. . . . . . the Fleet is now under sail with a fair wind I hope
we shall have a favorable passage and shall be sorry not to
have another opportunity of writing to you till we arrive in
some part of America. . . . .
James Grant

But the expedition was recalled and sent to Ireland ; and later his regiment formed part of the force
raiding Brittany in September, 1746:Cork December 5, 1746
Dear Tanmore
I wrote my Brother by the first opportunity after we left
the Western Coast of France. . . . it is reported here that
4

Alexander Grant.
The writer’s husband.
6
It is a common custom of the Scots to call a man after
his farm or estate.
5
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H.R.H. 7 is to command the Army in Flanders & that a body
of Troops are to be sent over. . . . I should have been glad to
go to America and will be very well pleased to go to Flanders
but I must own I should be sorry to stay at home. . . Direct for
me under General St. Clair’s 8 care at London. . . . . . .
James Grant
- I know you think that this wandering life of ours
is fit for nobody but idle young Fellows and Beggarly second
Brothers who are not worth a groat but I intend to have an
Estate before I die. . . . . .

Captain Grant was still aide-de-camp to General
St. Clair on the latter’s mission to Vienna in 1747 ;
and afterwards served some years in Ireland again.
In February, 1757, he became major in the newly
raised 77th or Montgomery Highlanders and was detailed on recruiting duty:(From Mrs. Grant, sister-in-law of James Grant, to
Robert Grant of Tanmore)
Edr Febr. ye 17th 1757

Sir

I hade yours of the 5th yeasterday and fancy you’ll have
heard from or seen Major Grant before this reach you. . . .
The recruiting in every corner goes much better on than was
expected and I hope all the Major’s friends will exert themselves to assist him that he may not be behind with others.
I think its a Lucky time for the Country that men are demanded
when there is such a prospect of scarcity of victual. I am
affraid you have not recruited so many without taking some
men from their poor wives and children I dare say there is
not many spared out of Inveravon 9 I dont think it was much
overstocked. . . . . .
Penuil Grant

The regiment went to America as part of Amherst’s force and Grant served under Colonel Bouquet
in 1758 with General Forbes’s expedition against Fort
Duquesne (now Pittsburgh). At his own urgent request he led a reconnoitring party of 800 men to
secure necessary information. Rashly dividing his
7
8
9

The Duke of Cumberland.
Capt. Grant was now aide-de-camp to Gen. St. Clair.
The parish in which Ballindaloch is situated.
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force to draw the enemy into an ambuscade, he was
himself surprised and defeated, with the loss of onethird of his men, Grant himself being taken prisoner. 10
In July, 1759, the Marquis of Montcalm, for the
French government of Canada, began negotiations for
exchange of prisoners, and on November 15 Major
Grant and more than two hundred others were formally handed over to Amherst at Crown Point. 11 On
finding that Grant during his captivity had been conversant with the French officers, Lord Amherst directed him to prepare a written; report on the state of
affairs in Canada for use in making plans for the campaign of 1760. This he did with much care and at
great length.
In 1760 Grant became lieutenant-colonel of the
40th Foot and was sent with Col. Montgomery’s force
of 1200 men to the relief of the Carolinas, then threatened by the Cherokees. In a fight at Echoe the Indians resisted stubbornly until attacked on the flank by
the agile Highlanders under Grant, when they fled.
The English commander, deeming it imprudent to
prosecute the attack further, retired to Charleston and
embarked for the North ; whereupon the Cherokees
10

Parkman, Montcalm and Wolfe, vol. II, p. 151. Encyc.
Brit. 11th ed., vol. 21, p. 681, says: “Grant advanced to a hill
(still known by his name and upon which the courthouse [at
Pittsburgh] now stands) within about a quarter of a mile of
the fort” The Col. Bouquet mentioned is Brig.-Gen. Henry
Bouquet, who, early in the summer of 1765, was put in command of the Southern military district of the Colonies and died
at Pensacola, headquarters of that district, on September 10,
ten days after his arrival there. See Winsor, Narrative and
Critical History of America, VI, p. 699; see also Campbell,
Historical Sketches of Colonial Florida, pp. 71-74. Gen. Bouquet is one of the historic characters of Pennsylvania and it
is the intention of the Historical Commission of that state to
erect a marker at Pensacola in commemoration of him. A
monument was built above his grave soon after his death, but
this has disappeared and the exact location of his burial place
is unknown. The Editor and the Commission would be grateful
for any clue towards determining the spot.
11
Official dispatches, Public Record Office, London.
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again ravaged the frontier and Amherst was earnestly
solicited for the return of the troops withdrawn. T h e
conquest of Canada being now achieved, the Highland
regiment commanded by Grant returned to the Carolinas. Together with the colonial militia Grant now
had 2600 men, and after a severe struggle with the
Indians near the site of Montgomery's engagement, he
entirely defeated them, destroyed their towns, ravaged
their cornfields, and forced them into the mountains. 12
The next service of the regiment, the Montgomery
Highlanders, took them to the island of Martinique,
where they arrived on January 8, 1762. Here Grant
served as brigadier in a hotly contested fight which
ended in a British victory. 13 From here he writes a
private letter home (now in the British Museum
MSS.), dated “St. Peters, Martinico, 24 Feby. 1762,”
giving an account of his campaign against the Cherokees. 14
There has been some controversy as to what part,
if any, Grant took in the capture of Havana later in
the same year. Anderson in Scottish Nation (vol. II,
p. 362) states that he was second in command there;
but the Dictionary of National Biography denies this
and says that another Grant was the only general officer of that name present. A private letter among the
manuscripts mentioned dated “Edinburgh, 13 Novr.
1762” says :
. . . . Genl. St. Clair has a letter from Col. Grant from the

Havanah wherein he tells me that he is to come over immediately to London with Lord Albemarle. . .

In the same place is a letter of Grant’s written to
12
Spencer, History of the United States, vol. I, pp. 247-8.
See also Winsor, Narr. and Crit. Hist., VI, p. 675, where is reproduced a map showing that portion of the country with the
locations of the two engagements. See also note 14.
13
Brown, History of the Highlands.
14
It is hoped that this may appear in a future number of
the Quarterly.
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Scotland from London on March 17, 1763 ; hence he
was probably at home when appointed governor of
East Florida on November 1 of that year, and as he
did not begin actual administration until August 24,
1764, 15 he likely spent at least a year in Great Britain.
Though these notes do not include the period of
Grant’s administration of the government of East
Florida, an excerpt from a letter of his written at St.
Augustine to Robert Grant of Tanmore is of interest 16 :St. Augustine
8 January 1768

Dear Tanmore,
. . . . . . . . . I flatter myself we may yet meet at Tanmore
and talk over old stories. the Prospect is not very distant
for I have some thoughts of going to Europe in 1770 but if I
do it will be to return again for some years to this country
which I like much. tis a noble climate. . . . . I have in my
garden at this hour when I dare say, all is white & frozen up
about Tanmore, Green Peas & Beans in plenty . . . . and though
this place is in a Southern Latitude at least 28 degrees south
of Ballindaloch the Regiment quartered here has not lost a
man in a twelvemonth. . . . .
James Grant

On the death of Major William Grant, son of his
elder brother William, James Grant succeeded to the
family estate. His term of office as governor of East
Florida terminated officially on January 25, 1771,
when John Moultrie was commissioned acting-governor. But this did not end Grant’s military career nor
his acquaintance with America.
The next year, as lieutenant-colonel commanding
15
Brevard and Robertson, A History of Florida from the
Treaty of 1763 to Our Own Times, vol. 1, p. 247.
16
Among the family records there are two deeds executed
by Grant in 1768 and in 1771, recorded by David Yeates, Public
Register, conveying land “situated on the middle Lake of the
St. John’s River, lately called Lake Grant, Lat. 28-35 meridian
of St. Augustine.” The great seal attached shows a fort on
a bluff overlooking the sea. On the reverse are the arms of
George III.
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the 40th Foot in Ireland, he became brevet-colonel. In
1773 and in 1774 he was returned to Parliament; and
in the following year appointed colonel of the 55th
Foot. In 1776 he went to America again, with Howe,
and was in command of two brigades at the battles of
Long Island, Brandywine and Germantown. In May,
1778, he was sent with a large force to cut off Lafayette on the Schuylkill, but failed in this. In December
of the same year he commanded the expeditionary
force which captured St. Lucia in the West Indies, and
successfully resisted the attempts of D’Estaing to retake the island. He was there until August 1, 1779,
when he left the place for England. 17 Grant was now
a major-general. He became a lieutenant-general in
1782, and a general in 1796.
His appointment to the colonelcy of the 11th Foot
in 1791 was an honorary one, giving him the patronage, i. e., the power to dispose of commissions. He
was governor of Dumbarton Castle, and then of Stirling. Stirling Castle was of some importance in his
day, as it was the key of the Highlands. In 1787,
1790, and in 1801 he was returned to Parliament for
Southerlandshire.
From this time he seems to have lived on his estate ; where in 1792 he built the bridge already mentioned, and here and there turned its heath land into
fields of oats and barley. He became a noted bonvivant, kept a black cook and a deep cellar, and entertained the great in the land. George III presented
him with his portrait and a set of silver plate, both
now treasured possessions at the castle. General
James Grant died on April 13, 1806, in his eightysixth year, and was buried in a spot chosen by himself
to give the best view of Ballindaloch, which he loved
PHILIP C. TUCKER.
so well.
17

Fortescue, History of the British Army.
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LETTER OF MARCUS CICERO STEPHENS
Rosanna near Quincy, Oct. 13th, 1835.
My Dear Sarah ;
I wrote to Ellis last week, and enclosed 20$ for
your mother, supposing she might need it about the
time of removal, to purchase various articles much
wanted in this country, cheap in Newbern, but dear in
Florida, and I also know, that if she dont use it, it will
not be wasted,-Under the same conviction I enclose
you my dear Child $5, with which your mother will
procure such little things as a girl of your age most
needs and which she understands better than I can
direct. - I do not wish to excite any jealousy in the
other girls Julia and Louisa for you are all equally
dear to me. But you are now first coming into life,
and I want you to be a little smartish, coming into a
new country.
I desire to hear from you previous to your taking
shipping from Newbern for this place, you will therefore as soon as it is decided how you come,-in what
vessel, who commander,-when you set off,-to what
port bound, St Marks or Apalachicola Bay,-write
either you or some of the family. My reason is, that
I may apprise the master of the Hotel at Tallahassee
who will aid me all in his power in procuring Hacks
to bring you up from the Fort-St Marks as far at
least as Tallahassee from whence it will be easy to get
home. Also I wish to Know how to time my Waggon
and team to be at St Marks with cotton to take return
freight of our Household stuff: up to my house. Also
I wish to Know if the Cart wrote for in Ellis’letter is
on board, and if Godfrey’s Sulky be, as I must send
Horse and mule to bring them up and thus save land
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freight not only of the Cart and Sulky but of such
things as the cart can bring.
I have this day bought 2 Mules, 2 belonged to the
plantation before and I own 2 Horses so that I can
command a team of mules and two extra horses which
can be put to my carriage, or sent down to St Marks
to bring up the cart and sulky provided there be Harnesses attached to those vehicles. The mails are exceedingly uncertain, We get neither paper nor letter
and of course we can Know nothing whatever of your
movements in Newbern, I am very certain that there
are letters for us on the route, but in all probability
they are taking a circuit thro’New Orleans or elsewhere. In my memorandum to Ellis of seeds and garden Stuff I omitted to mention Shallots also Leaks, pot
Majoram, and Thyme. I wish you would attend to
those matters, in regard to the Shallots, the kind I
have in my garden in Newbern are the St Domingo
Shallot the best in the world, bring roots and Seeds.
‘The letter to Ellis speaks fully I believe as to the other
seeds but I may have forgotten some things. You and
your mother will recollect, what is omitted.
Betsy wishes you to ask Sam Barron if he ever
spoke to Mr. Croom about the land. I am this day
hauling bricks for my Chimneys, and shall have about
5,000 tonight, another Kiln will be set up in about a
Week of which I am to have the first so I am not without hope of having a pretty comfortable home for you
all by the time you arive, at least a Sleeping and eating place if its unfinished state prevents my dwelling
from having a more dignified name. When I get you
all out I am certain we shall all be happier than at
present separated as we are by so long a distance and
for so tedious a period. Many things I have in contemplation but must defer saying or doing until your
mother and all join me, One thing my dear Sarah,
I can with truth say, - I never felt so independent in

Published by STARS, 2020

45

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 8 [2020], Iss. 2, Art. 1

122
all my life before, I flatter myself that I shall be able
in this country to afford with ease many little indulgences to my children, which I could not in Newbern.
A good house over us and abundant means of comfortable support. All this, it is true, depends on industry and attention, but my children are not indolent
and your mother you well Know is never idle. So then
come with good heart and dont be cast down,-the
Sun shines as bright here as in Newbern.
I was over the Cotton fields this afternoon, they
look promising. Betsy and Rosanna were so tempted
that on my promise to give them a cent a pound for
all they could pick, at it they went and are now picking while I write,-The field looks like a sheet, but the
weather is cool,-We have had three smart frosts.
The Sugar Cane is now getting prime, by the time you
get here, it will be first rate for eating
The people in this country have been very Kind
to Betsy and myself, among Betsy’s Kindest is a Mrs
Gibson, a loud talking slap bangish Kind of a Mrs A.
Partens sort of a Woman but by far a better manager,-I think your Mother will like her. I have found
several Kind folks at a time when I needed them
among whom is an old Batcheler, a Scotchman who is
sterling as to goodness- of heart and integrity.
I am asked every day when I look for you all, and
the folks seem to be as anxious for your arrival as if
of kin.
Every thing in this country is far dearer than in
Newbern, especially those articles which are most
wanting in families both food & clothing, for instance
I have been obliged to give $11 per barrel for indifferent flour, 15 cents per pound for Lard, 25c for Butter
which indeed is always the price of this last article.
Pork $16 to $18 per Barrel, Bacon 131/2 to 15 cents
per lb. and very inferior to the: Bacon in No. Caro. It
will be a treat to me to get hold of a good home saved
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Bacon ham. Beef is cheap********7 to 12 dollars is
the price of a good sized steer*******(Pages torn for
a couple of lines) I have bought a steer for $12 one
of the best Kind, this steer I mean to put in the pea
lots as soon as ready where he will fatten until after
Christmas when he will be in prime order and afford
us some good corned beef. Dry goods are also very
high, but domestics are far more reasonable than when
I first came to Florida, still they are full high ; I have
written thus particular so that your Mother may regulate her purchases. And be sure and tell her not to
cramp herself so as to be entirely bare of cash on
leaving Newbern, but at the same time say to her
that I have money in reserve ready to meet exigencies
on her reaching St Marks. Under the belief that your
grandmother will come on, I shall push the finishing
of her room as fast as possble. I am persuaded the
climate of this country will agree with her for there
are some hearty aged people here especially among the
women
Your Affectd father,
M. C. STEPHENS
(Note on back of letter)
Tell Sam Barron from me that I have never needed
his services more than at this time. The death of his
brother has produced this need, for the affairs of Godfrey were never settled all entirely, owing to the negligent and careless way he managed his accts. Many
claims I make no doubt will be brought forward unjustly and he and I must do our best to save all we can
for the Children,-and as I am no lawyer, I must look
to him.
Note-The writer of the above letter was Marcus Cicero
Stephens of Newbern, North Carolina. During the early
years of territorial Florida, many settlers came to the region
from the Carolinas and Virginia, due, partly, to the desire
to establish pioneer plantations as speculative ventures and,
partly, to the need of expansion to take care of the surplus
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slave property. Stephens was apparently a member of this
group. His family was well connected, as his mother was the
niece of Commodore James Barron of the “Chesapeake” fame.
The plantation which was being established was located near
Quincy, Florida ; and here the group, consisting of father,
mother, and eight children, took its part in the development of
the new state. One of the sons, Samuel Barron Stephens, was
a lieutenant of a Florida company during the War for Southern
Independence and fought at the Battle of the Old Men at
Natural Bridge. The original letter is in the possession of
Mrs. Caroline Stephens Scott of Tallahassee, to whom acknowledgment is made. To Dr. Kathryn T. Abbey, of Florida State
College for Women, is due the suggestion of its publication, its
transcribing, and this note.
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NOTES AND COMMENT
Two articles are omitted from this issue of the
QUARTERLY because of the state of the Society’s treasury. Its appearance is late for the same reason. For
the first time since its publication began in 1924 we
are in debt, due largely to the financial stringency in
much of Florida and the inability of our members to
pay their dues. The Society has fourteen Contributing Members with dues of ten dollars. Should any
others wish to join with these, their help would be reflected in the size of the next issue.
Since this was written, three Contributing Members have been added to the roll: Charles B. Reynolds,
of New York and St. Augustine; E. II. Reynolds, of
St. Augustine ; and Leo Charles Browne, of New
Orleans.
Several volumes of historical interest especially to.
Floridians have recently appeared :
*** Life and Labor in the Old South by Ulrich B.
Phillips (Boston ; Little, Brown and Company. 375 p.
$4). This is a study of the subject through new documentary material by a foremost student of the antebellum South. Professor Phillips, a Georgian, has by
years of research brought to light much that survives
in manuscript form relating to this period. With firsthand knowledge, sympathy, and uncommon skill he
has pieced together a picture which is alive ; and so
carefully have these original records been used, the
picture must be true. The volume was awarded a
prize offered last year for the best unpublished work
on American history.
*** In College Life in the Old South (New York, The
Macmillan Company. 381 p.), Dr. E. Merton Coulter,
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also a University of Georgia man, where he is a professor of history, through a narrative of that university from 1801, has sought to bring and has brought
to life a typical college of that territory and era. Records and other manuscript material in abundance are
extant relating in detail to the activities of the college,
and it is through frequent quotations from these, literatim, that an illusion of personal contact with the
students (many of them irresistible devils) is brought
about. Especially is this true from the minutes of the
debating societies, the most interesting and perhaps
most important of the records used, for college life,
there and then, largely revolved about these rival
bodies.
*** Genealogical Notes on the Family of Mays and
Reminiscences of the War Between the States (Plant
City Enterprise, Plant City, Florida, 1927. 324 p.)
contains less than. a dozen pages of genealogy, the remainder being a journal “written around the campfires by Samuel Elias Mays” to which are added reflective sketches on the war, with some mention of
Reconstruction in Florida. The journal is full of detail, is well-written, and is of historical value. The
view-point is that of a well-to-do slave-holding lawyer and planter serving through most of the war as
a private, and apparently successful in seeing something of both sides of secession, and the war.
*** The History of Methodism in Pensacola, Florida,
Its Rise and Progress, by F. W. Hoskins (Nashville,
Publishing House of Methodist Church South, 1928,
120 p. $1) is as full a narrative of this subject from
the establishing of the church in 1821 as surviving records in Pensacola and elsewhere will allow. Similar
accounts of the beginnings and, growth of other early
churches in Florida should be recorded and published
while it is still possible.
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*** Three volumes (of six) of Correspondence of
Andrew Jackson, edited (these) by John Spencer Bassett, and published by The Carnegie Institution of
Washington (508, 449, 464 pp.) have appeared. Volume II includes the Florida campaigns of 1814 and
1818, and volume III General Jackson’s administration of the government of the territory of Florida.
There is a large number of exceedingly valuable and
hitherto unpublished letters and reports from and to
General Jackson, also a list of his letters and papers
for each period which have been published elsewhere.
The Tallahassee municipal airport has been
named to honor Captain Dale Mabry, a native, who
lost his life in the wreck of the Roma while in command of that dirigible, and will be dedicated to his
memory on November 11-12, next. Captain Mabry
was a son of Lieutenant-Governor M. H. Mabry of
Florida, the last to hold that office.
At the invitation of the Marion County Chamber
of Commerce, the annual meeting of The Florida Historical Society will be held in Ocala on February 11,
next. Mention of Ocala’s historic interest, and of the
program which is in preparation, will be made in the
following issue of the QUARTERLY.
Our supply of the issues of the QUARTERLY listed
below is exhausted. We have orders for all, and would
be glad to pay whatever we receive for any sent to
the Secretary. Vol. II, Nos. 3, 4 ; Vol. III, No. 1; Vol.
IV, Nos. 1, 2 ; Vol. V, Nos. 1, 3, 4.
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These have become members of the Society during the past quarter :
Lexington, Kentucky
Katherine Megibben
Mrs. W. F. Yarbrough Miccosukee
Corinne Robinson
Orlando
Tallahassee
William H. Ellis
Tallahassee
Kent Pendleton
E. H. Martin
Ocala
Jacksonville
Gilchrist B. Stockton
Tallahassee
Rivers H. Buford

DONATIONS

History of Fort Clinch, Amelia Island, Florida
From U. S. Department, of State
Biennial Report, Secretary of State, Florida, 19271928
From Secretary H. Clay Crawford
Flush Times of Alabama and Mississippi, By J. C.
Baldwin
From Moses Folsom
Dr. Andrew Turnbull and the New Smyrna Colony, Florida. By Carita Doggett
From the author, Carita Doggett Corse
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